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LEADER’S GUIDE

DOCUMENT PURPOSE
This document is the Leader’s Guide for BIG Picture ‘A 
CHRISTMAS MYSTERY’. It contains a summary of the BIG 
Message ‘LIVE’. The BIG ‘Celebrate’ User Guide document 
contains all the service element information, including the 
large group segment of your service.

Make sure you read through and prayerfully study this material 
prior to your service to be fully prepared to minister to your 
children.

USER AGREEMENT
Upon purchase of this resource, Hillsong Kids BIG gladly grants 
the buyer (The Licensee) or the organisation they represent, 
a free and non-exclusive license to tailor Hillsong Kids BIG 
print materials to fit their unique leadership requirements. 
However, it is prohibited to make changes to doctrine, scripture 
references, biblical principles and concepts presented. Please 
see doctrinal guidelines we have expressed in our What We 
Believe statement. 

These resources are intended to be printed for use only by 
the buyer or the organisation they represent and may not 
be electronically transferred to or duplicated by others. Any 
unauthorised reproduction of this material or incorporation 
into a new work is a direct violation of copyright laws.

© 2017 Hillsong Church. All rights reserved.  

BIG MESSAGE ‘LIVE’

BIG PICTURE: 

CHRISTMAS MYSTERY

BIG IDEA: 

MYSTERY OF THE MESSENGERS

BIG POINT: 

THE MYSTERY OF JESUS IS GOOD NEWS 

BIG WORD: 

FOR THERE IS BORN TO YOU THIS DAY IN 
THE CITY OF DAVID A SAVIOUR, WHO IS 
CHRIST THE LORD. LUKE 2:11 (NKJV)

CEL
1.1
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BIG MESSAGE ‘LIVE’ OUTLINE

BIG IDEA: MYSTERY OF THE MESSENGERS 

BIG POINT: THE MYSTERY OF JESUS IS GOOD NEWS 

BIG WORD:  FOR THERE IS BORN TO YOU THIS DAY IN 
THE CITY OF DAVID A SAVIOUR, WHO IS CHRIST THE 
LORD. LUKE 2:11 (NKJV)

LEARNING OUTCOMES:
At the conclusion of this lesson children will: 
• Learn that angels brought a message to Mary, Joseph and 

the shepherds about the mystery of Jesus. 
• Discover the clues in the Old Testament about Jesus birth. 
• Know that Jesus came at the exact right time in history to 

bring salvation for all. 

CEL
1.1

BUILD YOUR MESSAGE 
Use the outline in the following pages to construct a message that works for you and your children’s ministry. Pray, read the 
scripture references and choose which elements best suit your audience. Then prepare by gathering any supplies needed. 

SCRIPTURE REFERENCES: Isaiah 7:14, Isaiah 9:6-7, Micah 5:2, Zechariah 9:9, Matthew 1:20-23, Luke 1:26-33, 
Luke 2:8-11, John 12:13-14, Galatians 4:4-5

MY MESSAGE PLAN: 

SUPPLIES NEEDED: 
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STORYTELLING MYSTERIOUS MESSENGERS

SUPPLIES NEEDED: Screen image supplied in print material 
files, story-telling chair, large book (Bible/Encyclopaedia) and 
place bookmarks in, Isaiah 7:14, Isaiah 9:6-7 & Luke 1:26-33.

Share today’s story about the prophets and angels that told 
of the coming of Jesus  - the ‘Mysterious Messengers’ by 
selecting a group of five to seven children from your group to 
play a game of “Mystery Message”.  Ask the children to stand 
in a straight line, side-by-side. Explain to everyone that “today 
we are going to play a game of Mystery Message; I am going to 
say something into the ear of the person on the end of the line. 
They have to pass on the message to the next person until 
we get to the end, where the final person will tell us what the 
Mystery Message is!”

Whisper this mystery message to the child at the front of the 
line, “A bright and shining angel told me that Jesus is going 
to be born to Mary in the little town of Bethlehem.” Once the 
message has been passed down the line, ask the last child to 
tell to everyone what the mystery message was. Show screen 
image showing what the Mystery Message was. 

Thank your Mystery Message helpers as they return to their 
seats. Grab your book and sit in your comfy chair.

Who likes to have someone read them a story before they go 
to bed? Did you know that God likes to tell stories? The Bible is 
jam-packed, full of stories about God, His people and us! Many 
thousands of years ago people didn’t have books to read about 
God’s stories.  The stories weren’t read, they were spoken and 
passed from person to person – just like our game of Mystery 
Message!   

It’s fun to tell stories about things that took place in the 
past, but can you imagine what it would be like to tell a story 
about the future?  A story about things that haven’t quite yet 
happened, but will, because when God says something is going 
to happen, it always does.

In the Old Testament, there is a collection of books by 
prophets. The prophets were God’s messengers. One particular 
book, called Isaiah, has a lot of stories about the future. They 
talk about a Saviour and a King. Let’s have a look…  

Open your Bible to the passages you have book marked. 

Here’s the first mysterious message about the future; Isaiah 
7:14 (NIV),  “The Lord himself will give you a sign. The virgin will 
conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.” 
God gave Isaiah a message about something that would take 
place long in the future. Isaiah 9:6-7 (NIV) “For to us a child is 
born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting  Father,  Prince of Peace. Of the greatness 
of his government  and peace there will be no end. He will 
reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and 
upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on 
and forever.’”

These messages from God were sometimes instructions, 
sometimes encouragement and sometimes they were to 
correct His people and make them better, often God would 
speak of things that would happen in the future.

BIG IDEA: MYSTERY OF THE MESSENGERS
BIG POINT: THE MYSTERY OF JESUS IS 
GOOD NEWS

CEL
1.1

INTRO SET THE SCENE FOR THE GREATEST MYSTERY 
Let’s set the scene for the greatest mystery. The mystery of 
Christmas.

The Bible is the story of God and His people. Beginning in 
Genesis, the Old Testament closes with the writings of the 
prophets. Then there are 400 years before the Bible picks up 
the story again in the New Testament. During this time no 
biblical prophets spoke or wrote. What happened in those 
400 years of silence?

The world as they knew it was changing. Different rulers would 
take over the land and try to silence God’s people and make 
them worship other gods. The Greek language took over as 
the main language spoken. The Roman rulers took over, they 
built roads and highways which little did they know would 
one day help God’s message to spread. God’s people hoped 
their promised Messiah would come soon and rescue them. 

So the scene was set for Jesus to come, God had told His 
people many things about the coming Messiah. God spoke 
through prophets and said the Messiah would come from 
king David’s family line. God told them some of the things 
the Messiah would DO and He even told them WHERE the 
Messiah would be born, but He never told them WHEN He 
would come! 

God had chosen the exact right time in history for Jesus to 
come to earth. People were speaking a common language 
and roads were built that were like a bridge between Europe, 
Asia and Africa so people could travel. Everything was in 
place so that the message of the Saviour could reach to all 
people. Now after 400 years of silence Jesus, God’s own Son, 
the Saviour of the world was about to arrive as a baby born in 
Bethlehem. The mystery of Christmas is Jesus, God revealed. 
This is good news that leads us to worship Him. 

Reminder:

This is a great time to play the ‘Big Story’ video 
to your group. We find it breaks up your Big 
Message Live really well and keeps the children 
focussed.
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BIG IDEA: MYSTERY OF THE MESSENGERS
BIG POINT: THE MYSTERY OF JESUS IS 
GOOD NEWS

CEL
1.1

STORYTELLING CONTINUED...

Hundreds and of years later another mysterious messenger 
from God visited a woman named Mary. God sent the angel 
Gabriel  to Nazareth,  a town in Galilee,  to a virgin who was 
pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant 
of David.  Luke 4:26-33 (NIV), “The virgin’s name was Mary. The 
angel went to her and said, ‘Greetings, you who are highly 
favoured! The Lord is with you. Mary was greatly troubled at 
his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be.  
But the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary; you have 
found favour with God.  You will give birth to a son, and you 
are to call him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the 
Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne 
of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants 
forever; his kingdom will never end.’” 

The angel-messenger was talking about Jesus. You see, Jesus 
was always God’s plan. The prophets wrote about the coming 
King Jesus in the books of Isaiah, Psalms, Daniel and many 
other Old Testament books hundreds of years before Jesus 
was born. The mystery of Christmas is Jesus, God revealed, 
this is good news that leads us to worship Him.

OBJECT LESSON ANGEL DELIVERY SERVICE 

SUPPLIES NEEDED: Large message cards, screen images and 
verse posters supplied in the print material files, leader in an 
angel costume, a bell. 

Help the children to discover the clues in the Old Testament 
about Jesus by matching up Old Testament prophecies with 
the New Testament verse that shows its fulfilment. 

Present this object lesson with the help of a leader dressed as 
an angel who appears every time you ring a bell, to deliver the 
next clue and read the Old Testament prophecy. 

For comedic effect the angel could either be a reluctant angel, 
who grows increasingly inconvenienced every time they have 
to enter to present the next clue, or alternatively they could 
be an over-eager excited angel who throws snowflakes each 
time they appear. 

Invite 5 helpers onto the stage to hold up each poster 
showing New Testament verses that show the fulfilment 
of Old Testament prophecies about Jesus. Each time you’re 
ready to hear the next clue ring a bell and the angel will 
appear and enter the room. The angel will read a clue, along 
with an Old Testament prophecy about Jesus. The children 
will need to work out which New Testament verse shows the 
fulfilment of that “clue” prophecy.

Ring the bell for the first clue to be delivered by the “Angel 
Delivery Service”. 

Clue number one: 
Angel says “Angel Delivery Service” and reads the following: 
Once upon a time the scriptures did read
a prophecy telling of a future deed. 
A baby would be born, the Saviour King
He’ll be a mighty ruler over everything. 
Descended from king David’s family line
just as it says in Isaiah nine. 

Isaiah 9:7 (NIRV) “There will be no limit to how great his 
authority is. The peace he brings will never end. He will rule 
on David’s throne and over his kingdom. He will make the 
kingdom strong and secure.” 

As the angel leaves the stage ask the children which of the 
New Testament verses shown on the posters tells us that the 
Old Testament Prophecy was fulfilled that Jesus came from 
king David’s family line. 

Correct answer: Luke 1:27 (NIRV) “He was sent to a virgin. The 
girl was engaged to a man named Joseph. He came from the 
family line of David. The virgin’s name was Mary.”

Now we’re ready for another clue, let’s ring the bell for the 
angel to come back.

Clue number two: 
Angel says “Angel Delivery Service” and reads the following: 
Once upon a time the scriptures did read
a prophecy telling of a future deed. 
A special woman who was yet to marry,
would have a special baby to carry. 
A son would be born, a sign to see 
that Immanuel, God with us, is He. 

Isaiah 7:14 (NIRV) “The Lord himself will give you a sign. The 
virgin is going to have a baby. She will give birth to a son. And 
he will be called Immanuel.” 

As the angel leaves the stage ask the children which of the 
New Testament verses shown on the posters tells us that the 
Old Testament prophecy was fulfilled. 

Correct answer: Matthew 1:23 (NIRV) “The virgin is going to 
have a baby. She will give birth to a son. And he will be called 
Immanuel.’ The name Immanuel means ‘God with us’.” 

Now we’re ready for another clue, let’s ring the bell for the 
angel to come back.

Clue number three: 

Angel says “Angel Delivery Service” and reads the following: 
Once upon a time the scriptures did read
a prophecy telling of a future deed.
In the land of Judah was a small town,
where a baby born who was fit for a crown. 
Now it’s famous from this special child, 
placed in a manger so meek and mild. 

Micah 5:2 (NIRV) “Bethlehem Ephrathah, you might not be 
an important town in the nation of Judah. But out of you will 
come for me a ruler over Israel. His family line goes back to the 
early years of your nation. It goes all the way back to days of 
long ago.” 

As the angel leaves the stage ask the children which of the 
New Testament verses shown on the posters tells us that the 
Old Testament prophecy was fulfilled. 

Correct answer: Matthew 2:1 (NIRV) “Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem in Judea. This happened while Herod was king of 
Judea.” 

Now it’s time for another clue, let’s ring the bell for the angel 
to come back.
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BIG IDEA: MYSTERY OF THE MESSENGERS
BIG POINT: THE MYSTERY OF JESUS IS 
GOOD NEWS

CEL
1.1

OBJECT LESSON CONTINUED...

Clue number four: 

Angel says “Angel Delivery Service” and reads the following: 
Once upon a time the scriptures did read
a prophecy telling of a future deed.
Herod wanted to get rid of every baby boy,
so Joseph had a plan to beat Herod’s ploy. 
In the middle of the night to Egypt they fled, 
fulfilling the words that the Lord had said. 

Hosea 11:1 (NIRV)  “When Israel was a young nation, I loved 
them. I chose to bring my son out of Egypt.” 

As the angel leaves the stage ask the children which of the 
New Testament verses shown on the posters tells us that the 
Old Testament prophecy was fulfilled. 

Correct answer: Matthew 2:14-15 (NIRV) “Joseph got up. 
During the night, he left for Egypt with the child and his 
mother Mary. They stayed there until King Herod died. So the 
words the Lord had spoken through the prophet came true. 
He said “I brought my son out of Egypt.” 

Now it’s time for another clue, let’s ring the bell for the angel 
to come back.

Clue number five: 

Angel says “Angel Delivery Service” and reads the following: 
Once upon a time the scriptures did read
a prophecy telling of a future deed.
Jesus grew and became a man,
just as it was in God’s plan.
Entering Jerusalem, called Zion City, 
on a donkey who was smelly and gritty. 

Zechariah 9:9 (NIRV) “City of Zion, be full of joy! People of 
Jerusalem, shout! See, your king comes to you. He always 
does what is right. He has won the victory. He is humble and 
riding on a donkey. He is sitting on a donkey’s colt.” 

As the angel leaves the stage ask the children which of the 
New Testament verses shown on the posters tells us that the 
Old Testament prophecy was fulfilled.

Correct answer: John 12:13-14 (NIRV) “They took branches 
from palm trees and went out to meet him. They shouted 
‘Hosanna!’ ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of 
he Lord!’ ‘Blessed is the king of Israel!’ Jesus found a young 
donkey and sat on it. This is just as it was written in scripture.” 

The Old Testament is full of clues about Jesus, the coming 
Messiah. It was a mystery to God’s people for hundreds 
of years and now looking back we can see the clues to this 
mystery. We can see so clearly that Jesus was God’s salvation 
plan all along.

POINTS
1. THE ANGELS BROUGHT GOOD NEWS

SUPPLIES NEEDED: Text message sound effect supplied in 
print material files. 

It’s getting closer and closer to Christmas and I just love to 
celebrate! Christmas parties, Christmas cookies, Christmas 
trees and Christmas presents. 

(Play text message sound effect.) Ohhh I have a message. Just 
a moment. (Hold phone up to read message.) Oh that is good 
news! My friend can hang out with me later today!

We all like to get messages like that! (Play Text message 
sound effect.) Another message, let me just check what it says 
really quickly. 

My friend is going to have a baby! That is SUCH GOOD NEWS!!! 
Wow! (Jump up and down, happy, celebrate.) Good news is 
worth celebrating! Christmas is all about celebrating good 
news. Mary received some good news that she was going 
to have a baby. Not from a text message, but from some 
mysterious messengers. Angels! An angel appeared to Mary to 
bring her some good news, Luke 1: 30 -31 (The Message) “God 
has a surprise for you: You will become pregnant and give birth 
to a son and call his name Jesus.” 

The mysterious messengers visited Joseph in a dream with 
good news,  Matthew 1:20-23 (The Message)  “God’s angel 
spoke in the dream: “Joseph, son of David, don’t hesitate to 
get married. Mary’s pregnancy is Spirit-conceived. God’s Holy 
Spirit has made her pregnant. She will bring a son to birth, 
and when she does, you, Joseph, will name him Jesus—‘God 
saves’—because he will save his people from their sins.” And 
that’s exactly what happened! The mystery of God sending His 
one and only Son to save us from our sins is GOOD NEWS! 

And when Jesus was born, the angel messengers brought the 
good news to some shepherds in a field nearby Luke 2:8-11 
(NIRV) “It was night, and they were taking care of their sheep. 
An angel of the Lord appeared to them. And the glory of the 
Lord shone around them. They were terrified. But the angel 
said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news. It will 
bring great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a 
Saviour has been born to you. He is the Messiah, the Lord. Here 
is how you will know I am telling you the truth. You will find a 
baby wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in a manger.”

The mystery of Jesus is good news.  At Christmas we take time 
to celebrate the good news of Jesus with friends and family. 
The mystery of Christmas is Jesus, God revealed. This is good 
news that leads us to worship Him. 
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BIG IDEA: MYSTERY OF THE MESSENGERS
BIG POINT: THE MYSTERY OF JESUS IS 
GOOD NEWS

CEL
1.1

2. LOOK FOR THE CLUES
(Share a story about a time when you followed some clues 
to solve a mystery or borrow this one.) One of my favourite 
memories of Christmas when I was young, about 5 or 6 years 
old, was when I woke up Christmas morning, jumped out of 
bed and raced to the Christmas tree only to find there were 
no presents! Just one shiny red envelope with my name on 
it. I opened it up and it had a mysterious clue. It said “Solve 
this clue.. What is silver, has a handle and get’s very warm”. 
Hmmm (scratch head) A cooking saucepan! I burst open the 
kitchen cupboard and searched inside every pot and pan until 
I found another envelope with another clue! That clue led to 
another and another and another until the clues took me to 
the back yard where I found my gift in a wire pen full of straw; 
a cutey wutey fuzzy wuzzy white bunny rabbit! 

Christmas is a mystery, that God would show Himself through 
the person of Jesus, sent to Earth as little baby! The most 
wonderful mystery of all. Now how do you solve a mystery? 
That’s right, you look for clues! We read about Jesus birth in 
the New Testament of the bible (hold up bible) in the books 
of Matthew and Luke, but if we look closely there are clues all 
the way through the Old Testament! 

The prophet Micah spoke God’s words to the people, 
sharing a clue that the Saviour would be born in the town 
of Bethlehem.  Micah 5:2 (NIRV) The Lord says, “Bethlehem 
Ephrathah, you might not be an important town in the nation 
of Judah. But out of you will come for me a ruler over Israel.” 
That’s exactly what happened. Jesus was born in Bethlehem! 
There are more clues from the Prophet Isaiah. In Isaiah 9:6 
(NIRV) we read “A child will be born to us.  A son will be given 
to us. He will rule over us. And he will be called Wonderful 
Adviser and Mighty God. He will also be called Father Who 
Lives Forever and Prince Who Brings Peace.” What a perfect 
description of Jesus our Saviour! 

These clues and so many more were revealed years and 
years before Jesus arrived. All the clues came together when 
Jesus was born so people knew He was the Saviour King. The 
mystery of Jesus is good news. 

3. RIGHT TIME, RIGHT PLACE.
Have you ever had one of those chance encounters, where 
you were at the right place and the right time for something 
to happen? Maybe something that happened when you least 
expected it but it was just the right thing at exactly the right 
time. Maybe things happen by chance but often it’s actually 
God’s plan at work on the Earth and in our lives. 

God chose the right place and the right time for Jesus to come. 
Everything aligned not by coincidence or chance, but by God’s 
divine plan. Galatians 4:4-5 (NIRV) “But then the chosen time 
came. God sent his Son. A woman gave birth to him. He was 
born under the authority of the law. He came to set free those 
who were under the authority of the law. He wanted us to be 
adopted as children with all the rights children have.” 

Mary and Joseph travelled from Nazareth to Bethlehem 
because of a census in the Roman empire. Everyone had to be 
counted so the rulers could make sure everyone was paying 
their taxes correctly. So here in Bethlehem is where Jesus was 
born, just like the messages the prophets had shared. There 
were no rooms left in Bethlehem for them to stay, so Jesus 
was laid in a manger. The mystery of Christmas is Jesus, God 
revealed. This is good news that leads us to worship Him.


